RECAPITULATION 


Fas 


> 


OF 


A STATEMENT 
SUBMITTED BY 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL DESBARRES. 
FOR 


CONSIDERATION: 


Reſpecting his Services, from the Year 1755, to the 
preſent Time in the Capacity of an Offcer and Engineer 
during the War of 1756.— The Utility of his Surveys and 
Publications of the Coaſts and Harbours of North America, 
intituled, The Atlantic Neptune,—and his Proceedings and 
Conduct as Lieutenant Governor of His Majeſty's Colony of 
Cape Breton. | | 
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F. denotes Page. . N. the Number in Margin. 


15 SERVICES during the War of 1756—DesBarres particu- 
A larly honoured with the Approbation of his Sovereign, 
as well as of Lord Amherſt, General Wolfe, Marqui 
Townſhend, &c: [P 1. NI to 13] | 


ATLANTIC NEPTUNE. | 


ExNCAaGed in 1763, under the Direction of the Board of | 
Admiralty, to make a Survey and take the Soundings of | 
the then unexplored Coaſts and Harbours of Nova Scotia. 
© Encouragements held out: © to be rewarded. in a manner | 
1 adequate to bis Diligence, Ability, and the Value of his | 

* Performance, and promoted in his Military Profeſſion.“ 
Having exerted himſelf in this arduous Service until the 


End of 1773, he returned to England and laid his Per- 
formance before the King. His Majeſty was pleaſed to 
order the ſame to be engraved. | 

Nautical Charts of ſeveral other Parts of the American 
Coaſts being much wanted for the Operations of War, he 
was, in purſuance of the Royal Commands, farther en- 
gaged in the Conſtruction and Completion thereof until 
the Year 1784. | | 

Inftances of the Utility of his Labours in the Period 

of the Proſecution of the Work It has been productive of 
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e employed on extraordinary Services, if he had continued 
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Advantages in the Ameunt of Millions, and will be uſeful; 
ſo long as Navigation ſhall continue to be an Object o 
National purſuit. [P 2 N 14 to 18, 20, 21] | = 
Preferred a Memorial to His Majeſty for Reimburſement, 
Compenſation, and Reward—having all along, in the Proſecu- 
tion of his Duty, applied his Reſources to the Support of the 
Service entruſted to his Care—his Property lying on the Ene- 
my's Frontiers in America having been /accagedand plunder- 
ed in the mean Time—and, inſtead of obtaining the promiſed 
Advancement, feeling himſelf under a Precluſion even of 
that Promotion which otherwiſe he could not have failed 
to obtain, He humbly ſubmitted therewith a Statement 
of his Services, to which General Prevoſt was pleaſed to 
add the following Declaration, viz. Having read the 
« foregoing Statement, with the Papers accompanying it, 
** and, upon the Requiſition of Major DesBarres of my 
Opinion, I readily declare that his Aſſertions therein 
« reſpecting his Services, which might with propriety 
© have been enlarged on much to his Advantage, appear 
ec to me to be juſtly founded, and that, inſtead of his being 
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c to do Duty with his Corps, which I commanded from 
t“ the Beginning to the End of the War of 1756, or if he 
ec had remained attached to that particular Army of which - 
« his Corps compoſed a Part, there is no Doubt, but 25 
&« muſt have been a Lieutenant Colonel in the Year . 
ec when the late Lieutenant Colonel Fuzer obtained that 
« Appointment, who was his Junior in the Regiment, and 
% who, without the ſmalleſt Wiſh or Intention to diſparage 
« the One or flatter the Other, was not more the Inferior 
„ in Rank of Mr. DesBarres than he was in Talents and 
& Science, both natural and acquired, 

« Barnet, 1/t May, 1784.” « A. PrEvosT, M.G.” 


The Advances incurred in carrying on the Survey of the 
Coaſts and Harbours of Nova Scotia, for defraying, the - 
Expence of ſurveying and aſtronomical Inſtruments ang 
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Implements, Aſſiſtants, Pilots, Guides, replacing. Provi- 

ſions and Neceſſaries loſt in Shipwrecks and the overſetting 

of Boats in the Operations of taking the Surveys and 

Soundings, &c: had amounted to the End of 1773, 

4% V dif es. ec cp ed 68 
and for the like Contingencies, for Aſſiſtants, | 

Draftsmen, Stationary Ware and Implements, 

&c: employed in the Courſe of conſtrutting 

Nautical Charts, &c. under the Orders of the _ 

Treaſury until the Year 1784, to . . 5475 0 © 
The Expence for engraving 257 plates | 

(as appears from Inſpection of the Atlantic 

Neptune) at the Price ſtipulated by Govern- 

ment of 35 Guineas for each Plate, amounted 

to? Ä?[¹j 
and for the printing of Impreſſions for the 

Supply of the Public Servicſe « "1720 O 
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21072 18 2 f 

Received [in Part] for Contingencies in- : 
curred in the Proſecution of the Survey of the Z 
Coaſts and Harbours, &c: . £166 5 6 D 


and of the Expence forengraving 
the Plates of the Work [ by Grants 
of Parliament in 1775, 1777. 


5 | "355: 4 


| £1 2717 4-0 

His Majeſty heving been pleaſed to refer the ſaid Memo- 
rial to a Committee of the Lords of Privy Council, and their 
Lordſhips having requeſted the Opinion of the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty thereupon, the ſaid Lords Com- 
miſſioners adviſed the Sum of £3915 17s. 8d. to be paid 
for Contingencies, - incurred in the Proſecution of the Sur- 
vey of the Coaſts and Harbours of Nova Scotia [Which had 
been carried on, from 1763 to the End of 1773, under 
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their own immediate Direction] but, with reſpect to the 


ſubſequent Expence incurred in the Courſe of conſtructing 
Nautical Charts of other Parts of the American Coaſts and 
Harbours [until the Year 1784] as the ſame had been un- 


dertaken in purſuance of His Majeſty's Royal Order to the 


Treaſury, their Lordſhips were of Opinion that the Con- 


ſideration thereof did not belong to their Department. 


Whereupon, the Lords of the Committee, after ſtating 
in their Report to His Majeſty the Sum propoſed to be 
paid for Contingencies during the Period of the Sur- 
vey of the Coaſts and Harbours of Nova Scotia, were 
pleaſed to expreſs themſelves as follows: viz.—— It only 
« remains for this Committee to ſtate to your Majeſty, 
« and humbly to ſubmit to your Majeſty's Gracious Con- 


cc ſideration the Recommendation in Favour -of the Memo- 


« rjalift, contained in the Report of the Lords Commiſ- 
« fjoners of the Admiralty upon that Part of the Memo- 
« rialiſt's Caſe, which relates to Compenſation for Ris 
« Lofles and Reward for his Services, viz. 


« With reſpect to the Loſſes which the Memorialiſt 


* may have ſuſtained in Rank and Emolument i in his Pro- 
« feſſion of a Soldier, and his Private Fortune, by de- 


« voting ſo many Years of his Life to the Execution 


« of an arduous and difficult Work which muſt be pro- 
« ductive of great Benefit and Utility, not only to Your 
& Majeſty's Service, but to the Public in general, We are 
«© not competent to form a Judgment of the Nature of theſe 


&« Lofles ſufficient for us to eſtimate the Amount thereof, 


ce or to propoſe (did it belong to us ſo to do) an equivalent 
C Compeniation; But we are neyertheleſs of Opinion, that 
ce the Memor1aliſt may be deſerving of ſome Mark of Your 
« Majeſty's Favour, as a farther Reward for his Zeal, 
Activity, and Ability, in proſecuting and completing 
« the aboyementioned uſeful Work, &c,”? 
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Received, in January 1784, upon His Ma- | 
| jeſty's Order 1 in Cant ͤ ͤ er x . 391 5 17 


Falawes [excluſive of Loſs by Intereſts paid 


[ 


on the Advance ns W :« £0801 16 4 

h n appear rP 5. N 26.] upon Compariſon of the 
Reimbursement claimed by DesBarres for Advances incurred 
in the Proſecution of the abovementioned Surveys and in 
preparing Charts for the Public Exigency, with the Sums 
actually paid by the Public in the ſame Period of Time for 
Services of a ſimilar Nature [the Land Surveys in America 
of Meſſrs. Holland and Debrahm, and for the Purpoſe of 
their preparing the ſame for Publication] that, the Public 
had regularly paid in advance every Year the average Sum 
of L1089 115. 24, for defraying the Contingencies of 
the Service carried on by the latter; whereas DesBarres, 
who had engaged in the Proſecution of a ſimilar Service, 
far more difficult, and beneficial, 
implicitly truſting to be honourably recompenſed in- the 


laborious, extenſive, 


End as well as reimburſed, claimed no more than his abſo- 
Jute andevident Diſburſements—the average annual Amount 
of which was £459 75. 9d. [P 3. N 19, 22 to 26.] 


NAVIGATION Ax Pp COMMERCE, Kc: 


Fax Hows kad ho Contemplation to inſtitute an Office, 
[and to honour DesBarres with the Direction thereof] for 
the Benefit of Navigation and Commerce, productive alſo 
in Times of War of peculiar Advantages in facilitating the 
Execution of Deſigns of Enterpriſe, eſtimating and regulat- 
ing the Forces and Expenditures requiſite, . obviating Piffi- 
SO aſcertaining the Permanency of acquired Succeſs, 

L 6. N27. P84. N 350, 353. 
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| CAPE BRETON. 

Reagons which induced the Meaſure of coloniſing Cape 
Breton to extend the Field of Accommodation to the 
Loyali'ts and diſbanded Troops, and Others in deſtitute Cir- 
cumit.inces at the cloſe of the American War, particu- 
larly the Whalers and Fiſhermen of Nantucket, &c, who 
propoſed continuing in Allegiance to His Majeſty } as well 
as in the view of ſecuring to Great Britain the Benefits 
which France formerly enjoyed from that Ifland—in the 


Employment of above Three hundred Veſſels, Fifteen 
hundred Shalloops, and Fourteeen thouſand Men, in it's 
Fiſheries, producing nearly Half a Million Sterling per 


Annu: Py of being greatly enhanced in the more 
energetic Hands of Britons. 


3 and peculiar Advantages of Cape Breton— 


the natural Place of Arms for the Protection of His Ma- 
jeſty 's tranſatlantic Dominions, the fitteſt Emporium for 
Commerce in North America between Great Britain, the 
Weſt Indies, the Gulph and River of St. Lawrence and the 
immenſe Countries in the Rear of the American States, 
, 30:] Coe 

DesBarres appointed Lieutenant Governor and Comman- 
der in Chief of Cape Breton and it's Dependencies. Sailed 
from England in October and arrived at the Infant Colony, 
in Dece:nber 1784. Exerted every means in his Power to 
forward the Objects of his Miſſion. Faithfully reported 
the State and Circuniſtances of Affairs. Submitted a Rule 
of procecding to be obſerved until he ſhould receive farther 
Directions. Tranſmitted Accounts of the Expenditures in- 
curred, with an Eftimate of what appeared neceflary to 
be incurred, The Bills drawn by him, on Account thereof, 
accordingly paid at the Treaſury. The tranſmitted Ac- 
counts, received by the EO Otfices and no Objections 
whatever Ipnitied thereto. The Agent, upon official Com- 
munications, adviſed to purſue the Method DesBarres had 
adopted, as being regular and proper. [P 6. N 29, 31, 
P 8. N. 37 to 46, 48 io fr. | : 
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Advice of the Colonial Council & to procure Proviſions 
1e for the exiſting Exigency, and to draw Bills for the 
bs Ambunt on the Treaſury.” [Pg. N 47.] | 

A conſiderable Body of Whalers and Fiſhermen propoſe 
to emigrate from Nantucket, Martha's Vine Yard, Rhode 
Iſland, &e: with their Families and Property to Cape 
Breton. Proceedings thereon, Cauſes of Perplexity. [P 10 


N 52, 54, 55-] 


Progreſs—between Three and Four A People had 
been ſettled in the Infant Colony it's Exports, for 1785, 
through the Cuſtomhouſe, of the Proceeds of Induſtry, in 
cured Fiſh, &c, exceed C. 40, ooo in Value LP 10, N 53, 


56.] 


OCCURRENCES. 


Sources of Perplexity.— Whatever might have induced the Governor of 
Nova Scotia, to reſign any Part of his Duty to the Commanding Offices 
of the Troops at Halifax, the peculiar Circumſtances of the Infant Colony 
did not allow the Imitation of ſuch an Example, if even DesBarres had 
been ſo inclined. [P 11, N 57.] While Proviſions to above 30,000 Peo- 
ple were iſſued in the Diftrit of Halifax alone, Cape Breton not only 
laboured under a fingular Preclufion of a fimilar Aid; but alſo the 
Exertions uſed for the Preſervation of the Lives of it's Coloniſts were by 
clandeſtine Means endeavoured to be fruſtrated. [P 11. N 58, 59.] Per- 
plexities. Proceedings thereupon. Reſult. [P 12, N. 60, 61, 63, 66g 
68, 69.] The Provoſt Marſhal is accuſed, and Colonel Yorke's Ace 
cuſation proved to be ' unfounded. [P 12, N 62, 64, 65, 67,] Pro- 
ceedings, by the Chief Juſtice, againſt Perſons concerned in Acts of 
violent Oppoſition to the Legal Authority. [P. 14, N. 70, 71.] Advice of 
the Colonial Council. Colonel Yorke engages to iſſue 40, ooo Rations of 
Proviſions for the Support of the Inhabitants—about 5000 were received 
in Part-the Reſidue was to be called for as wanted. TE 15, N72, 
to 74, 78.] 

In the mean Time, the Brigantine Amelia, having Proviſions on Board, 
arrived at Sydney in December 1785.—Her Maſter John (Drummond) 
and the Supercargo (James Angel), being called before the Council, de- 


clared en Oath the Circumſtances of the Veſſel and Cargo. Reſolution. 
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Clandeſtine proceedings of Diummond and Angel. They falſify their 
Declarations on Oath, & c. Farther Reſolutions, [P 16. N 74 to 77, 79, 
to 94] 

The Proviſions in the Amelia ſubſiſted the Colony until the middle 
of February 1786. Application being made for the Reſidue of the 40,000 
Rations, Colonel Yorke refuſed to comply with his Engagement, His 


Pretexts. Precautions uſed. [P 18, N 98 to 105. ] 


The Colonial Council adviſe a Chancery Writ to be iNued for en- 
tering the Store to obtain the Balance of the 40,000 Rations. The 
Execution of the Writ delayed in order to expoſtulate with Co- 
lonel Yorke, who appears determined to oppoſe the Legal Authority 
by Force. [P 19, N 106 to 113 ] Precaution. [P 21, N 114.] The 
Riot Act is proclaimed, and (in the Execution of the Writ, on the 2d 
March 1786) the Perſon, directing on the Spot an armed Oppoſition 
to the Civil Authority, is taken Priſoner by the Provoſt Marſhal ; but 
immediately reſcued. [P 21. N 115, 118. ] 

Colonel Yorke having formed a Diſpoſition with the Troops, ſent a 


Letter ſaying that, 6 He was unaſſiſted with Legal Aid by Council and 


tc therefore wiſhed to keep clear of any Infringement on the Conſtitution 
ce till he could procure proper Advice and Aſſiſtance. [P 21. N 116. ] 
The Chief Juſtice and the Attorney General are directed to give their 
Opinions on the Affair, in order that the. ſame be furniſhed to Colonel 


| Yorke, Law Cpinions accordingly delivered to Colonel Yorke. [P 21. 


N 117, 119, 120, 221. ] 

The Affair was now out of DesBarres? Department. The Inhabitants 
and Magiſtrates carried the matters before the Supreme Court : where 
Preſentments were made, and the Chief Juſtice iſſued Warrants for appre- 
hending the Perſons guilty of Reſiſtance and Oppoſition to Legal Autho- 
rity. Colonel Yorke, convicted before the Juſtices of Quarter Seſſions, ac- 
cording to the Form, Force, and Effect, of /fRe 1 5 Article of the Act of 
Parliament for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſert and for the better 
Payment of the Army in their Quarters: he Coloniſts are alarmed by 
Gangs with Bludgeons and Fire Arms ftroling at late Hours in the Night, 
Outrages towards the Officers of His Majeſty's Revenue in the Execu- 
tion of their Duty. [P22. N 121, 123 to 125, 127.] | 

The Brigantine Rachael, laden with Flour, bound from Quebec to 


Halifax, had, in the Beginning of the Winter, been driven, by Streſs of 
Weather into Ariſhat Harbour, and 


Council adviſed that the Proviſion 


—was there detained in the Ice—The 
in her be obtained, by Purchaſe Impreſt 


or any poſſible Means, and accord gly the ſaid Proviſions were purchaſed, 


The Difficulty, now, was bow to bri 


them to Sydney, Ariſhat Harbour Iy- 
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ing about 100 Miles diſtant and the intermediate Country being a thick Forelt © 
then covered with Seven Feet of Snow. One hundred Men, fitted with Snow 
Shoes, &c : were diſpatched to bring, on Sledges, as much of the Proviſions 
as they could carry for immediate Relief. Perfidious Deſigns, meditated 
to fruitrate thoſe Exertions. Reſolutions and Proceedings in conſequence. 
Inſtances of the Attorney General's Conduct. [P 24. N 126, 128 to 143, 
1457 146. 

Orders iſſued and Proceedings directed by General Ge lament- 
ably prejudicial to the Infant Settlement. Unable by any Means of Re- 


monſtrance to remove in any Degree the fatal Illuſion under which the 
General had ſeemed to labour, DesBarres conceived it to be his Duty to 
tranſmit to Government the whole of the Proceedings, together with the 
Prayers of the People to His Majeſty, and, the Chief Juſtice having 
solemnly declared in the Supreme Court that he could 1 longer, with 
Effect and Safety to himſelf and to the Jurors and Witneſſes, carry on 
the Administration of Justice in the Colony, the Colonial Council adviſed 
that he ſhould proceed to England, with the Documents and Proofs of the 
Tranſactions which had taken place. [P 26. N 144. 147 to 164, 166, 167.} 

In June 1786, the Detachment of the 33d Regiment was relieved, 
by another Detachment of the 42d under the Command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Charles Graham, who (as he ſaid) was to purſue the ſame Line of 
Conduct as Colonel Yorke had done, and for which General Campbell 
had given him Secret Orders, Upon the Arrival at Halifax of the former 
Detachment, Lieutenant William Norford, in conſequence of having, 


on the 1 March preceeding, expoſtulated with Colonel Yorke on the 


Illegality of oppoſing the Civil Authority of Government, was tried be- 


fore a General Court Martial, and ſentenced to be caſhiered. Proceedings 


of the Curt Martial, His Majeſty thought fit not to confirm the Sentence. 
[P 30. N 165, 168 to 171.] The Chief Juſtice's ae to the Grand 
"ot Lr 34. N 172. 


RESIGNATIONS An DP SUSPENSIONS. 


critical Situation of the Officers of the Military Staff of Cape Breton, 
in conſequence of the Orders iſſued by General Campbell. They refign 
their Seats at the Council Board. [P 37. N 173.] Meſſrs. Hurd, Uncle 
and Cuyler, ſuſpended, by Advice of the Colonial Council, for Miſcon- 
duct, from acting in their reſpective Official Capacities (of Chief Surveyor 
of Lands, Collector of the Cuſtoms, and Clerk of the Council) until 
His Majeſty's Pleaſure ſhould be known. [P 37. N 174 to 186.] Com- 
plexion po the Attorney General's Conduct. Reprobated by che Council. 


[P 37. N. 176, 182. 
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VARIOUS Objects eſſentially, affecting the Proſperity of | 


the Infant Colony which, it was conceived, merited and 
required on the Part of Government, an «early Conſidera- 
tion, had been ſybmitted, and the Reſults thereupon had 
for a long Time been anxiouſly expected, when on the 6th 
of June 1786, a Diſpatch from Lord Sydney dated the 19th 
* preceeding was at length received. | 

From the glaring Miſconceptions and Miſtatements con- 
tained in this Diſpatch, it was now evident, that the ſaine ſel- 
fiſh Source of Hoſtility to the Miniſterial Meaſure of coloniſ. 
ing Cape Breton, under the baneful Influence of which Gene 
ral Campbell and Colonel Yorke, had unhappily lent them 
ſelves and created on the Spot the Perplexities above al- 
luded to, was operating alſo on his Lordſhip and in the 
Public Offices at Home. [P 42. N 187 to 202.] 

Captain Venture [the fitteſt Perſon in the Colony] 


had, in Autumn 1785, been ſent, in the Government 


Brig St, Peter, to Rhode Iſland, in conſequence of Pro- 
poſals from a conſiderable Number of Loyaliſts reſpect- 
ing their Removal to the Infant Colony. At the Pe- 
riod of his Departure, the Proviſions which remained in 
Store were inſufficient to ſupport the Colony even a ſingle 
Month, and, having repeatedly been diſappointed in the 
Expectations held out of a Supply from England or Hali- 
fax, the Proſpe&t from theſe Sources had become very 
dubious, DesBarres had therefore given to Mr. Venture à 


Credit for drawing Bills on his Agent in England to the 


Amount of £800, to be laid out in tae Purchaſe of Provi- 


. Hons, Captain Venture, by ſubſequent Informations find- 


ing that, no Proviſions were intended to be ſent for the 


Relief of Cape Bretan, exerted himſelf in the Exigency : 


to procure as large a Supply as he could. He engaged and 
loaded, beſides the St. Peter, three Veſlels with full Car- 


goes of Proviſions for the Colony, and, upon Account 


thereof, drew Bills on the he . to the Amount of 4 1605. 
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The Agent paid Z800 [the Amount of the Order of Cre- 
dit, debiting DesBarres' private Account with the ſame}. 
And, addrefſed to the Under Secretary of State a 


Letter, viz. London, 16th January 1786, « Lieutenant 
« Governor DesBarres of the Iſland of CapeBreton appre- 


« hending in September laſt, that, numerous Loyaliſts and 


« Others employed by him in forming a Settlement on that 


ce Iſland would be reduced to the greateſt Diftreſs for want 


- * of Proviſions. Conceiving it his Duty to prevent as much 


* as poſſible the then impending Calamity of Famine, 
ce which approached very faſt, directed Captain Thomas 


« Venture to repair to the Continent of America in queſt 


© of Proviſions, and, Mr. Venture, finding that no Supply 
„was likely to be ſent from Nova Scotia, proceeded to 


Rhode iſland and there purchaſed ſuch Proviſions as he 
* could procure, and put them on Board Four Veſſels, as 
* will appear by the Four Bills of Lading I have the 
Honour to encloſe, and I beg the Favour of your laying 
te them before Lord Sydney together with a Lift of Bills of 
Exchange drawn by Mr, Venture upon me for the Pay- 
** ment of thoſe Proviſions; but, as I am not poſſeſſed of 
* any Fund to enable my diſcharging thoſe Bills, I have to 
„ requeſt the additional Favour of your moving Lord 
Sydney to honour me with ſuch Directions, as his Lord- 
** ſhip may think neceſſary on this Occaſion. 

The moſt extraordintry Oppoſition, of the People and 
Government of Nova Scotia, to His Majefty's Intention 
« in forming a Settlement at Cape Breton is made a Subject 
of great Complaint in various Letters from that Iſland, 
ce which, I am informed, made it abſolutely neceſſary for 
Mr. DesBarres to take the Steps he has done to prevent 


e the unfortunate Inhabitants of the Town of Sydney from 


bs ſtarving, &c. «© W. ROBERTS.“ 


Upon which he received the following Anſwer, viz: 
** Treaſury Chambers zoth. January, 1786.— Having laid 
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ee before the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, 


« a Letter from Mr. Nepean of the 18th Inſt. tranſmitting 
ce by Direction of Lord Sydney a Letter from you, as Agent 
« to Lieut. Governor DesBarres of the Ifland of Cape Bre- 
* ton, encloſing a Liſt of Bills drawn on you by Mr. Ven- 


ture, for Proviſions purchaſed by Order of the Lieutenant 
«© Governor for the Uſe of the Loyaliſts and Others em- 


<« ployed in forming a Settlement on that Iſland, I am com- 


«© manded by their Lordſhips to acquaint you, that, they 
* cannot give Directions for the Acceptance of the ſaid Bills, 


* as the fame ſhould have been drawn by the Governor, who is 
* alone reſponſible for the proper Expenditure of the Money, 


e and beſt able to explain to their Lordſhips the Neceſſity 


< of the Service, &c. THro. STEELE.” 
Mr.Venture, [who onhis Return in December to the Co- 
Tony, had been by a violent Snow Storm driven off the Coaſt 
of Cape Breton, and in the utmoſt Danger of foundering 
under the Preſſure of the Ice] having ſhaped his Courſe for 
England, had arrived at Cowes in the Iſle of Wight. In 
the Account of; his Expedition, given by him into the Se- 
cretary of State's Office, he ſays, © the Day before our 


_ «« Diſaſter we paſſed through the Road of Mainadieu, and 


«© we were informed that Governor DesBarres and the 
< Inhabitants were in the greateſt Diſtreſs for want of Pro- 
4 viſions, none having arrived from the Time of our De- 
c parture. Should the other Three Veſſels miſcarry, 1 
« am afraid the Conſequences will not only be diſtreſſing; 


© but fatal.” And, on the Subject of the Loyaliſts, pro- 


Poſing to reſort to the Infant Colony, he ſtated I eſtimate 
< between Six and Seven hundred Families, the moſt of 
« them, very reſpectable in Character and of conſiderable 
Property in that Country, who only wait for my Report 
* from hence to diſpoſe of their Eſtates in that Country 


* and repair to Cape Breton this Spring, 'excluſive of 


© nearly the total of thoſe following the Whaling Buſineſs 
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« from Nantucket; nor can I entertain a doubt but that 
« thoſe will be followed by thouſands,” 

In this Conjuncture, an Order was directed to Mr. 
Venture, viz. © Treaſury Chambers, 24th January 1786, 


13 : « am commanded, by the Lords Commiſſioners ,of His 
+ cc „Maj eſty*s Treaſury, to deſire you will loſe no Time to bring 
5 « the brig St. Peter and her Cargoe, now off Cowes, into the 


« River Thames, and that, on your Arrival there, yon will 


4 deliver the ſaid Brig and Cargoe to Meſſrs. Raſhleigh and 


«« Co. of Garlick Hill, Merchants, who have their Lordſhip's 
« Direction to receive the ſame, Kc. GkoRGCE Ros E.“ 
Mr. Venture obeyed the Order. At the ſame Time he 
humbly requeſted their Lordſhips would be pleaſed to con- 
ſider that the ſaid ſpecific Cargoe of the St. Peter had been 


purchaſed for the Relief of the diſtreſſed Coloniſts in Cape 


Breton, and was actually paid for by DesBarres, through 
his Agent, in Win of the abovementioned Credit of 
Soo. 

Reſult: The Bills, which Mr. W had drawn in 
exceſs of the Credit of £800, returned under Proteſt, 
Upon Intelligence thereof in America, and of the Mea- 


ſures which had taken place, the greateſt Conſternation 


prevailed among the Loyaliſts - ſome of whom had already 
diſpoſed of their landed Property and made the requiſite 
Preparations for their Removal to the Infant Colony Others 


were on the Point of embarking Seven Veſſels were actually 


loaded with Families waiting only for Wind to ſet fail. 
This, together with the Non-payment of the Advances 
incurred by DesBarres for ſupporting the Colony, produced 
to the Opponents of the Proſperity of Cape Breton an Aſ- 
cendancy, as aſtoniſhing as it was unmerited and prejudicial. 
DesBarres had no Reſource left, either for allaying the Cla- 
mour of Creditors who had ſupplied the Public Service, or 
for procuring farther Means of Exiſtence to the People, but 


by proceeding to ſell away a Part, and execute Mortgages 
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Objects. 


The Chief Juſtice wrote chat « having remonſtrated on 
% DesBarres* impending Ruin by delaying the Settlement 
c of the Accounts, and on the Salvation of the Colony by 
« Proviſions being ſent thither in Time, as the Two moſt 
« preſſing Objects; he was anſwered, by the Under 
Secretary of State, that © the Papers were paſſing among 
« the Miniſtry for peruſal and Conſideration, and that he 


[16 J 


for the Refidue of his rage UP 43. N 193 to 201. 
P47. N 205, 20g.] 

Tas Colonial Chief Juſtice and the Examiner of the 
Public Accounts, diſpatched, with Documents of the 
TFTranſactions which had taken Place, for the purpoſe of 
minutely explaining to His Majeſty's Miniſters the actual 
State and Circumſtances of the Colony and of the Expen- 
ditures, and in View of obtaining requiſite Support, arrived 
in London in July 1786. They returned to Cape Breton 
in September 1787, without N effected any of the 


« would have an Hearing.“ 


Upon farther Communications he informed, that * ng 
* Confideration of the Diſtreſs of the People, or to en- 
« courage their ſtaying in, or Others to come to, the Co- 
ee Jony, would be ſufficient to procure them Proviſions from 
« the Crown—that it ſeemed determined to leave the 
« Ifland to its own natural Advantages, to become popu- 
& Jous, or not, in the ordinary Courſe of Events,” 

If really it had been the Intention to have eſtabliſhed a 
Colony at Cape Breton without Expence to Government, 
it were much to be regretted that the Propoſal ſubmitted by 
DesBarres to Lord North in 1783, had not been adopted = 
pledging himſelf therein to advance all the requiſite Ex- 
pence therefor, and requiring only the merited Protection 
of Government and to be allowed Repayment from the 
future Revenue which muſt have accrued. Cape Breton, 


by ſuch Meaſure, might at this Day have been a conſpicu- 
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tw 
ous Object of National Utility. — But Matters had been 
arranged otherwiſe. 
Ample Support was promiſed, and full Reliance was 


| 7] placed thereon, particularly in the Article of Proviſions to 
Lo8pyaliſts, Kc, who might emigrate to the Infant Colony. 


In the neighbouring Province of Nova Scotia, Proviſions 


4 | were iſſuing to above Thiriy thousand People, while not 2 
1 fingle Ration was received from Government for a ſimilar 


Supply of the like Deſcription of Individuals in Cape Bre- 


"# ton—a Country in a State of Nature and without Re- 


ſource from previous Cultivation: [P 47. N 203, 204, 
206 to 208, 212.1] | 

The ſaid Chief Inte, ſubſequently e that 
& ſome Time after the Arrival in London of Colonel Yorke 
* and of Mr. Hurd, being informed that Complaints againſt 
Governor DesBarres were exhibited at the Secretary of 
i State's Office, he, without loſs of Time, had applied to 
& know, if the Information was founded, and Mr. Nepean 


« having acknowledged that there were ſuch Complaints 
« in the Office, he, then had requeſted a Communication of 


2 © hem, as it was probable; when he ſhould know what the 
3 cc Complaints were, he might be able to give upon the Spor 
e Satisfafory Answers, thereto, Whereupon he was replied, 
F « that the Complaints would not be communicated to him Fl 
but they Should be sent to the Governor in order for himſelf. 


They were not ſent—lIt is however 
the invariable Practice of Office ſo to do.—Juſtice alſo 


required it, in the View of enabling immediate Refutation, 


or of collecting juſtificative Proofs, on the Spot, in the 
"0 Event of a future Trial. [P 48. N 210, 213 to 214, 221. 


Extract of a Letter from ſaid Chief Juſtice, dated Lon- 


don 21 November, 1786. viz: © Repeated Reports having 


*© been ſpread that you were, or would be, ſuperſeded, and 


Governor Hamilton appointed in your Place, I pur- 
poſely waited on Mr. Nepean and requeſted to know the 


CT 
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« Truth of the Reports. He told me that Governor Ha- 
* milton was to have the firſt vacancy that fell; but was not 
«© appointed in your Place—that Captain Gravois was to 


cc 


1 18 ] 


« go out in the Brig Relief to bring you to England, ſo 
& ſoon as he ſhould be ready for failing. Mr. Nepean far- 


« ther informed me, that you were act to be ſuperſeded on 


« your coming from the Government; but there were 


„Difficulties in pointing out who ſhould command in 
your Abſence—that your Friends thought it for your 
own Honour to come Home, as well to ſupport the Re- 


preſentations made on your Side, as to obviate thoſe 

« againſt you, the Tenour and Subſtance of which latter J 

« cannot get a Knowledge of.” [P. 49. N 222, 223.] 
Extract from Chief Juſtice Gibbon's Narrative. The 


« Chief Juſtice had often ſolicited an Audience of Lord 
* Sydney; but did not obtain that Honour until after Co- 


<< lonel Yorke had arrived in England and had been at the 


public Offices, when he was admitted to about an Hours 


Audience of his Lordſhip, who put many Queſtions to 
* him, ſeemingly pointed to prove a Miſconduct in Lieu- 
* tenant Governor DesBarres and the Civil Department 
of the Government in Cape Breton, to which he gave 
« Anſwers and ſuch Explanations as might prevent a Miſ- 
s conception of Facts; but his Lordſhip appeared aſtoniſhed 
* at the Relation of the Thanſa#ions and to conceive them to 


e be incredible: after which, he could never obtain the Ho- 


e nour of being admitted to his Lordſhip while he ſtayed i in 
ec « England. [P. 48 N. 246, 217] 


Circumſtances of peculiar Hardſhip repreſented to, and 


acknowledged in, the Public Offices; but ſuffered to operate 


—a Balance, of the Sum of {7364 7s. 2d, had been officially 


reported, by the Secretary of State to the 'T'reaſury, to be 


due to DesBarres on Diſburſements incurred by him, pre- 
vious to the 25th March 1786, for the Support . of 


_ Tafant Colony, which, beſides what had been 1 
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England. [P 49. N 220, 225, 226. ] 
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1193 


7 ;ncurred fince that Period, remained unpaid his Agent had, 
1 in February 1787, repreſented that the Charges, Damages 
and Intereſts on Bills unliquidated, drawn by him for the 
Public Service, were then accumulating a ruinous Expence 
at the Rate of £840 per Annum— and it was known that the 
* Holders of theſe Bills intended to arreſt him on his Arrival i in 1 


5 


Under theſe Circumſtances, DesBarres received, on the 
19th of July, 1787, Sundry Diſpatches, tranſmitted by Lord 
Sydney in the preceeding Month of April, ſignifying, viz.— 
« His Majeſty, conſtantly inclined to view the Conduct of 
« His Servants in the moſt favourable Light, always feels 
« great Concern, when their Proceedings do not appear to 


3 e have been purſued for depriving nearly the whole of the 
„Civil Officers of the Iſland of their Employments and the 


| 

| 

him to merit Commendation.” —* From Meaſures which 
| | 

| 

| 


*« conſtant Diſputes and Diſagreements which have taken | 
* place between you and the Military, and the Complaints 
* which have in conſequence been exhibited againſt you, | 
* many Doubts have been entertained of the Rectitude of | 
«© your Conduct, or, at leaſt, of your Prudence and Diſ- 
« cretion, which neither the Reaſoning contained in your 
„ Diſpatches, or the Information given by the Chief Juſ- 
* tice, are ſufficient to remove Upon theſe Accounts, His 


b 00 Majeſty has thought it fit, that I ſhould fignify to you 


« His Royal Commands for your Return to England as 
« ſoon as poſſible, to give an Account of our Proceedings, 
« which you will do upon Receipt of this Diſpatch, 
« leaving the Iſland in the Charge of the Senior Councillor, 
e until ſuch Time as you may return thither, or that His Ma- 
« jeſty may determine upon naming a Succeſſor to you.“ 

If Lord Sydney had been pleaſed to advert to the Do- 
cuments of the Tranſactions in the Colony, tranſmitted for 
kis Information, his Lordſhip muſt have felt that the Im- 
putations contained in his Diſpatch againſt DesBarres were 
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unfounded—and, as a Communication of the Complaints, 
alleged to have been exhibited, (of the Extravagancy 
of which it were impoſlible to have formed an Idea) had 
been refuſed to the Chief Juſtice and never imparted to Des 


Barres, it were not natural to have expected, that, * the 


_ © Reaſoning contained in his Diſpatches, or the Informa- 


ce tion given by the Chief Juſtice,” (which is appears had 
unfortunately not been honoured with deſirable Atten- 


tion) would be ſuficient to remove Doubts arbitras iq en- 
ce tertained of the Rectitude of his Conduct in conſequence 
c thereof.“ 

And, in an other 9 REA is by the ſame 


Conveyance, viz. “ Whitehall, 5th April, 1787,—1 have : 


received the King's Commands to acquaint you that His 
«© Majeſty has been pleaſed to appoint Lieutenant Colonel 
% Macarmick 7 act as Lieutenant Governor of Cape 
Breton during your Abſence: That Officer will very ſhortly 
proceed thither in order to relieve the Perſen, into whoſe 
Hands the Charge of they land may fall upon your De- 
5 parture from thence, &c. 

25 Lieutenant Governor Des Barres 


Lieutenant Colonel Macarmick, arriving at Cape Bre- 
tan, in October 1787, ſtated the Conditions of his tempos 
rary Appointment and Miſſion. Obſervations. 
N 224, 227 to 234.] | | 

DesBarres on the 13th of October 1787, embarked for 
Europe. Having, on the 7th of December follow ing, 
put into the Iſle of Jerſey, and conſidering the Predicament 
of the Bills drawn for the Public Service, and the Caution 


he had received in that reſpect, he felt the Neceſſity of 


taking Precautions for his perſonal Security. The Secre- 
tary of State having refuſed to grant his Requiſition for 
that purpoſe, he concerted Means to land in ſecrecy on the 
Coaſt of England, and, after many Difficulties, reached 
Whitehall, in April 1786 LP 52. N 235, 237 to 241. ] 
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1 It was in this gloomy Retirement that he firſt diſcovered the 


1 cation and Forgery, formally addreſſed to, r eceived and 


6 «= H 


Here, it was Propoſed that <©* a Settlement, and Paymene 
ee the Balance, of the Account ſhould immediately take place 
Ha the Object of his perſonal Security, and of enabling him 
to recover what Portion he might of his Property, ſequeſ- 
F bs in the Hands of the Public Creditors—that Official 
4 Copies of the Complaints would be forthwith furniſhed to him, 


3 and an Ingniry inſtituted into his Proceedings, which would be 


I decided upon without Delay. It was ſolemnly declared that he 
1 had not been ſuperſeded, having received the Appointment of | 


? 7 Lieutenant Governor of Cape Breton in Remuneration fo 
b > ſpecific Services of National Utility, and that he was then 
' the actual Lieutenant Governor of that Iſland: That 


1 Agreement had been made with Lieutenant Colonel Macar 

1 mick to that Effect, and he was referred to Lord Sydney” s 
4 Diſpatches, as clearly expreſſing Mr. Macarmick's temporary 
27 Miſſion. [P 52. N 236, 242, 243. ] 

The Under Secretary of State having obſerved that c. 


| 4 veral of the Vouchers (belonging to the Setts tranſmitted and 


received in Duplicates) were miſſing and might have been 
I 1222 or loſt in their Progreſs through the Offices, requeſted. 
— in the view of accelerating the Settlement of 
dhe Accounts, to complete one of the Setts, from the Tri- 
Y hee in his Poſſeſſion. The Preadoption of Miſinfor- 
mations and unfounded Matter, which had perverted the 
4 natural Courſe of Official Proceedings rendered the Exami- 
F nation of the Accounts, extremely perplexed and painfully 
. tedious. [P 53. N 244 t> 249. ] 

4 DesBarres was ſuffering in the mean Time—ſecluded in | 
1 a Sanctuary, under inceſlant Perturbation from the e 
tience of the clamourous Creditors- refraining from the 
= Intercourſe of his Friends, until the promiſed Inquiry ſhould 
remove the Stigma of the vague Imputations and Calumny. 


rigs 


= clandeſtine Proceedings carrying on againſt him--a Fabri- 


{| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


t TE 2 
$ ated upon by, Lord Sydney—a Communication of which 1 
| 4 had been refuſed to the Colonial Chief Juſtice =a Copy T7 an 
I | whereof had been promiſed, but had not been tranſmitted 
Wt 1 | to him, was put into his Hands by a Gentleman, whom Mr. 2 
0 * Hurd had requeſted to uſe it for a calumnious Purpoſe. 
4 Thereupon, having urged with redoubled Ardour in the 1 
1 F Secretary of State's Office for the promiſed Copies of the _ 3 
4 E- | alleged Complaints — They were not to be found! The Under b | 
160 Secretary, pointing at a Deſk in the Office, ſaid “ if nage 
5 gi BED * could tell what Clerk or Meſſenger had taken them from 
L 0 | 4c thence, he ſhould immeditately be diſmiſſed.” DesBarres [4 
I i | obſerved that, the ſame had been pur into Circulation by 
it Mr. Hurd for the paſt Two Years, and perhaps were at Y 
MA that very Inſtant circulating. The Under Secretary of State ; $ 
pretended that it might only be a Copy which Mr. Hurd : FJ 
: had received from Colonel Yorke.” Some time after (in £ 
7 Auguft 1788) being informed that the ſaid Mr. Hurd was 
2 about to leave the Kingdom, DesBarres, having formally _ 
$ moved for his Detention in order to be confronted, was 1 
Fl verbally anſwered, « You m# ruin Mr. Hurd, or Mr. | 4 
6h « Hurd muſt ruin you.” [P 54. N 250 to 257]. | 1 
. Mortified at the Treatment and inſuperable Delays in # 
Lord Sydney's Office, DesBarres, [in December 1788] re- 5 
queſted of his Lordſhip the Honour of a private Confe- I 
rence. Upon Expoſtulation, Lord Sydney was pleaſed to 
ih expreſs an Intention, after the Settlement of the Accounts 
7 | at the Treaſury, of recommending him for „ ſome Y 
1 | „Mart of the Royal Favour” — and his Lordſhip, defiring 
10 1 5 to know what wore his Expeftations, having appointed 2 
| 1 | a certain Day for inveſtigating and giving an Opinion on 5 
4 | | the Caſe, he accordingly ſubmitted his Claim to Reparation ; | 
1 l of Injuries, Payment, and Compenſation. No Inveſtigation, nor _ 
1 | | Deciſion, took place. [P 54. N 253, 258, 260 to 262]. 3 
5 A Report on the Account rendered (amounting to 
{| j | | £19,579 18s. od.) was ſent to the Treaſury, in m— 1 
1 1789, [P. 55, N. 259]. 9 
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ch | [ Mr. Hurd (on the 22d. March nth on eie | | 
Copy © inreſpe& to the Complaints, which he had in 1786, for- = 
mitted © mally delivered into the Secretary of State's Office under his : 
m Mr. 7 own and ten other Subſcriptions, having confeſſed, in tlie | 


ENS 
WY co 2 


urpoſe. preſence of Lord Sydney, of his Lordſhip's Two Under 

in the Secretaries, and of DesBarres, that he could not ſupport | 
of the ( ſtbe Charges therein.” DesBarres pointed out, among the | 
Under 9 forged Subſcriptions, the Name of a Perſon, who then hap- | 5 : 
if he pened to be in London and had declared, “he would ſuffer | : 
n from * his Hand to be cut off, rather than put it to ſuch an | = 
sBarres ; « abominable Piece of Paper,“ and propoſed to bring him : 
ion by | before Lord Sydney. His Lordſhip declined to fee him. 
vere at 4 [P 56 N 263 to 266, 269, 270.] | 
f State _DesBarres aſſiduous Solicitations at the 3 kad 
Hurd been anſwered with general Expreſſions of regret at the De- | | 
ter (in 2 lays. It was alleged that © Lord Sydney's Reports were | | g 
ard was .** ſo vague and indeciſive that the Office could not poſiibly | | f 
ormally 4. 4c proceed in tha Buſineſs, and that it were abſolutely neceſ- = 
d, was „ fary it ſhould undergo Mr. Pitt's own thorough Examina- | | 
or Mr. 2 « tion. DesBarres humbly requeſted a Communication of x | 
: '* theſe Reports, or to be furniſhed with Extracts of the 
lays in 4 Objections alleged therein againſt his Claim, in order to 
88] re- refute the ſame. The Requeſt was refuſed. [P 56. N 267]. 

Confe- } At an Interview appointed by Lord Sydney on the iſt 
aſed to 3 of June 1789, DesBarres, having adverted to the Per- 
ccounts 3 plexities aſcribed at the Treaſury to the Reports on the | 

« ſome 1 Accounts, lamenting the Effects of Inſertions therein, un- 
defiring deſervingly ſanctioned by his Lordſhip's Official Authority, 
pointed 3 humbly and earneſtly moved to his Lordſhip's Feelings the | 
nion on Neceſſity of no longer delaying ſeriouſly to inquire into the | : 
paration 1 Affairs reſpecting His Majeſty's Colony of Cape Breton — 
ion, nor the Adminiſtration of which had unhappily been entruſt- 
62]. ed into the Hands of the Authors of the Fabrication 
ting to and Forgery impoſed on Government, whole Proceedings, 


ebruary 1 ſince his Abſence, had been repreſented to his Lordſhip. 
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Bares requeſting to be informed when he ſhould attend 


4 1 


Lord Sydney, in Concluſion, was pleated to ſay, that; 
on that very Day he would make Inquiries at his Office 7 g 
* and ſent to the Treaſury about the Buſineſs.” On Des h 


for a Reſult, his Lordſhip replied, that“ he would ſend to 1 

e him within Four Days.” In this Interval, Lord Sydney 
-quitted the Office of Secretary of 8 tate; and did not ſend. 8 
{P 56. N 268, 271 to 281, 283, 284. 7 

The Secretary of the Treaſury, in September 1 78 5 | 
Aead. « a Liſt of the Holders of Bills drawn by Des 
4e Barres in the Courſe of carrying on the Public Service, 
ac together with a Deſcription of the ſeveral Buildings 
s erected in Cape Breton by his Orders, in order that he 
might write to Governor Macarmick agreeably to 
ac the Inſtructions he had received from Mr. Pitt.“ 
Among the Proceedings which had taken place ſince Des 
Barres Departure from the Colony, it had been repreſent- 
ed in the Begining of the Month of March preceeding to 
His Majeſty's Miniſter, that, Mr. Macarmick in Conjunc- 7 

tion with his Councillors {chiefly compoſed of the Authors 
of the abovementioned Fabrication and Forgery] had 
ſeized on and plundered DesBarres? Property in Cape Breton. 
DP 56. N 271 to 184]. The Report, which they may have 
returned for Mr. Pitt's Uſe to form an Opinion of; and 
decide on, DesBarres' Claim, has not been communicated 
to him—But from a general View of the unrepreſſed Pro- 
.ceedings on the Spot, which have nearly accompliſhed the 
Ruin of His Majeſty's Colony, as well as of DesBarres? op- 
preſſive Treatment at Home, the moſt indelible Proofs of 
the undiminiſhed Operation of a ſimilar Influence to this 
Day are evident. 

Having complied with the abvre Requition: Des 
Barres was, ſhortly thereafter, directed to attend at the 
Treaſury, where, Mr. Steele, having, in the Courſe of 
ſeveral Days' Examination and Inveſtigation, gone through 
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2 Serudlay of che N and 3 compared the 
Po * Vouchers with the reſpective Articles of Charge, expreſſed 


© his Satisfaction thereof, and declared, that, he would 


5 A * report to Mr. Pitt accordingly, and propoſe a Sum of 


Money to be iſſued, in the mean time, to allay the Im- 


Keen che Lords of His Majeſty's Treaſury were 


in the Hands of Bankers, and to iſſue Inſtructions to them 
to diſcharge ſundry Bills, drawn by Lieutenant Go- 
| 2 vernor DesBarres in the Courſe of his carrying on the 


55 


. Public Service in Cape Breton directing an Allowance 


* to be made t to che Holders of che Wille for 1 Pro- 


Z Pee of Payidcht thereof.” 


Some of the Bill Holders; who had early taken Advant- 


age of DesBarres* oppreſſed Situation, and made Seizures, 


Ys 


'F far beyond the Amount of their Claims, of his Property 


| UE in Nova Scotia, were now extremely uuwilling to yield up, 
: 9 on reaſonable Terms, the Poſſeſſion thereof: Hence, vexatious 
Law Alterations enſued, and an Arbitration took place, 
which laſted nearly Two Years. At the Concluſion of it, the 
9 Arbitrators [Sir William Dolben, Sir Herbert Mackworth, 


2 *&c:] thought it incumbent upou them, to ſtate to the 
Lord of His Majefty Treaſury, that, ce through a long 
* Inveſtigation, the general Conduct of Lieutenant Go- 
. vernor DesBarres, during his Adminiſtration of Cape 
3» Breton, had come before them, and, that it appeared to 
them that he had exerted himſelf to eſtabliſh and ſupport 


0 the Government committed to his Charge 1 in a Manner 


; ** deſerving Commendation, &c.” 


- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


5 


r 7 "= 2 = * 


Courts — —— er en os 
N : 8 


1 
. 


1 6 1 


The Bankers, by means of the ſaid Sum of / 10,000, 
liquidated Bills 'and Demands to the Amount 


—_— „ » £77116 1 
having paid for 1 noting, Proteſts, 


| Intereſts, accrued o * o * 0 = o s o 2828 3 1 


and they preſented to the Lords of His Majeſty's Treaſury, 
together with their Account, a Liſt of reſidue Bills and 
Demands, the Payment of which had been claimed of 
them, and remained to be liquidated, amounting, exclu- 
five of Expences, &c: to £6120 gs. 5d, But no farther 


Sum was iſſued to them for that Purpoſe. [P 63. N. 289 
0.300.) 


DesBarres, having in vain 3 for a Trial on 
the Accuſations alleged to have been exhibited againſt him, 
and ſuffering inexpreſſible Oppreſſion from their unmerited 
Operation, addreſſed, in September 1791, a Requiſition to the 
then Secretary of State, demanding, his Right as a Britiſh 
Subject and a Britiſh accuſed Officer—to know his Accuſa- 
tions, his Accuſers, and to have a Trial. Mr. Dundas, in 


Anſwer, was pleaſed to ſignify, that when he was appointed. 
© to his Situation, Lord Grenville had put into his Hands a 


Letter which his Lordſhip had received from him [Des | 


«* Barres] on that Subject, and another, tranſmitted to his. 


« Lordſhip by the Duke of Richmond—that, upon in- 
« quiring into the State of the Buſineſs, he found that, as 
4 far back as the 16th of September 1786, and the 21ſt of 
« February 1789, Official Letters had been written to the 


Lords of His Majeſty's Treaſury reſpecting the Ac- 


- © counts—that while the Buſineſs. was in that State, it was 


< impoſſible for him to reſume the Conſideration of any 


« Part of it, and that he would tranſmit the Letter he had 


< juſt received to the Treaſury, in order to warrant on his: 
« [DesBarres] Part a Preflure for a ſpeedy Deciſion.” 
LP 66. N 3o1 to 304, 307, 308]. | 

He was now told at the Treaſury, that © the Ac- 


" ©» 


1 9) 


** counts with the Vouchers, which Two Years ago 
ec had been examined by Mr. Steele, would be ſent 
5 to the Commiffioners for auditing the Public Accounts 
« with Directions for proceeding to ſettle the ſame without 
« Delay.” A Month had elapſed when DesBarres received 
an Order forthwith to lay before the ſaid Commiſſioners 
his Account and Vouchers, which implied, that, the ſame, 
inſtead of being in the Hands of the Treaſury, were in his 
own Hands. Remonſtrances thereupon. At laſt, a Part 
of the Vouchers, being found in the Treaſury, were tranſ- 
mitted to the Auditor's Office. | 

Upon Inſpection thereof, the Commiſſioners directed a 
Number of Queries to him—demanding the Production of 
ſuch of the Vouchers as were miſſing, which, he anſwered 
accordingly. Thereupon, he received, from the Inſpector 
General of the Public Accounts, the following Letter, viz: 
« 7o Lieutenant Governor DesBarres, Somerſet Place, 2d 
« February 1782. I am directed. by the Commiſſioners for 
<« auditing the Public Accounts, to inform you, that, they 
cannot make allowance in your Account for any Sum, 
<© the Vouchers for which are loſt, without an Order from 
ce the Court of Exchequer, and, that therefore you may 
* proceed when and in ſuch Manner as you may be 


<< adviſed, to obtain ſuch an Order by Application to 


e the Court of Exchequer, it being your Duty, either to 
« furniſh to this Board Vouchers for each Article of your 
« Account, or to enable the Commiſſioners by the Autho- 
« rity of the Court of Exchequer to make the allowance 
«© which you claim, in Caſe of your Vouchers being loſt or 


e deſtroyed, &c.” % J. WIGGLESWORTH.” 


Motion in the Court of Exchequer being accordingly made, 


2 Rule was obtained (upon the declaration of the Keeper of 


the Official Treaſury Papers) in Hiliary Term 1792, and the 
ſame was immediately intimated to the ſaid Commiſſioners. 


Whereupon they directed farther Queries, reſpecting the 
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Authority and Official 8 of the Expenditure, Ac- 


count, and Vouchers. eh hs N 305, 366, 309, 310, 312, 
to 314]. 


and DesBarres flattered himſelf with the Proſpect of being 


at Liberty to repair to America i in the Spring ; as well, 


with the View of reſtoring the Colony, which by ſiniſter 
Proceedings had fallen into Decline ; as of recovering what 
he might of his. Property, ſeized and laid m_ by the 
Public Creditors. 

However the Kuditoth + were pleaſed again to ) iffue a 
great Number of Queries —ſeveral, of which, were evi- 
dently the mere Offspring of Calumny, and others totally 
Irrelevant. Perplexity, and vexatious Delays, aid there- 


by. [P71.N311, 315 to 325]. 


The Secretary of State had declared that no Complaint 
whatever exiſted in his Office againſt DesBarres—The Au- 


ditors, after the moſt minute and ſtrict Scrutiny, had alſo 
emphatically aſſured him, that, they entertained no ſort of 
Doubt of the Ręctitude of the Account, or of his Conduct; 


yet, the Proceedings did not ſeem calculated to accelerate 
the Period of Juſtice. Reſult of Remonſtrances thereupon. 


[P 74. N 325 to 328, 330 to 332], 

Upon Receipt of the following Letter, from the In- 
ſpector General of the Public Accounts, viz: 76 Lieu- 
cc tenant Governor Des Barres. Somerſet Place 1 Feb. 1793. 


«© The Commiſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts, ha- 
eving this Day ſigned a State of your Account as Lieute- 


* nant Governor of Cape Breton, from the igth November 


1784, to the 13th of October 1787, with a Balance of 


the Sum of { 2213 185, 44d, including certain Diſallow- 
« ances by way of Surcharges, particularly mentioned in the 
* annexed Lift. I am directed to give you Notice, that, the 
< ſaid State will be ſorthwith laid before the Lords Commiſ- 
«« fioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, to the End, that, if 


ff you ſhould ſee good cauſe to ſubmit, to their Lordlhip's 


Hopes had now been given of a ſpeedy Determination, 


AD 
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66e Conſideration, any Obſervations relative to the ſaid Ac- 
ap * count, you may loſe no Time in ſo doing. &c: | 
"7, W1GGLESWORTH.” 


he accordingly fined his Obſervations, and, having 


conſtantly attended, he was, in Auguſt 1793, interrogated 
at the Treaſury reſpecting ſome of the ſurcharged Articles, 
the Propriety of which was, upon Reconſideration, acknow- 


ledged. The proportional Juſtice, which muſt have enſued, 


if the (Treaſury Board had condeſcended to extend it's Re- 
view and weigh the farther Obſervations in the like man- 
ner ſubmitted with reſpect to the reſidue Articles ſimiliarly 
reported by the Auditors, remains at this Day to be accom- 


pliſhed. Reiterated Remonſtrances. A State of reſidue Ar- 
ticles of Claim—Pretexts of Surcharge alledged—and Ob- 


ſervations which have not been conſidered. [P 74. N 326, 
329, 333 to 339]. 

Inſtead of the expected Reſult, the following Letter 
from the Inſpector General of the Public Accounts. was 
received viz : © Somerſet Place 16th. Fanuary 1794. I am 
« directed by the Commiſſioners for auditing the Public 
« Accounts to acquaint you that your Account as Lieute- 
* uant Governor of Cape Breton from the 19th. November 1784 
« to the 13th. October 1787, was this Day declared by the 


Chancellor of His Majeſty's Exchequer, with a Balance 


* due to you from the Public, of the Sum of C. 3758 15 64. 
It may be proper to apprize you that the ſaid Account 
cannot be finally ſettled until it is lodged in the Pipe 
«© Office, where the Quietus muſt be made out, it will 
* therefore be neceſſary for you to loſe no Time in apply- 
<< ing at the Treaſury and at the Exchequer Offices to diſ- 
« charge the Fees, which have been allowed in your Ac- 
« count for paſſing it througa thoſe Offices, for, till that 
« 15 done, you may ſtill remain ſubject to the Exchequer 
« Proceſs, ce: I. WiGGLESWORTHe."! 
[P 81 N 340, 343]. | 
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Ar the ReAitude of the Accounts periodically tranf. | 
mitted, had been diſputed and haſty Meafures had been 


founded thereon and purſued; Uuder theſe Circumſtances, 7 


DesBarres reſolved to poſtpone adducing his farther Claims, 


until a previous Deciſion on theſe and all Matters, involv- 
ing the ſuperior Conſideration of his injured Honour, 


could take place. After a tedious Courſe of Scrutiny and 


the Diſavowal of the injurious Pretexts, he ſubmitted to 


the Lords of His Majeſty's Treaſury a general Statement of | 
Arrears of Diſburſements, incurred in the Proſecution of 


his Duty, from 1763 to 1784, and, ſince that Period, in 


carrying on the Settlement of His Majeſty's Colony of Cape 
Breton, together with particular Accounts [accompanied 


with elucidatory Details, Plans and Deſcriptions of Settle- 


ments eſtabliſhed, and, neceſſary Public Buildings erect od | 
by his Direction, in the ſaid Colony] ſpecifying the Articles 


of the Expenditure and the relative Objects of the Public 
Service in the Execution of which the ſame had been in- 
curred, and he ſubjoined thereto an Eftimate of Loſſes ſuſ- 


tained, by Law Charges, Seizures and Devaſtations of Pro- | 


perty, Intereſts, &c: [P 81. N 341, 342, 344 to 353-] 


DesBarres* Caſe was now confeſſed to be extremely 


hard, and, that, its peculiar Nature and Circumſtances 
required a Liberality of Inveſtigation and Conſideration,” 
but it was at the ſame Time, acknowledged that the 
* Board of Treaſury had in itſelf no diſcretionary Powers 
« for redreffing it, — and that it was the excluſive Pro- 
« vince of His Majeſty's Secretary of State, in all extra- 
„ordinary Caſes to which the Official Rules and Forms 
« were found to be inapplicable, to recommend the Inter- 
«« poſition of Equity.” The Difficulty now was, how to 
bring the Secretary of State to reviſe a Maſs of Matter of 


ſuch long ſtanding, and to report thereon, ſo as to autho- 
riſe the Treaſury to follow, in it's Proceedings, the Dic- 


tates of Equity according to the Merits of the Caſe, Here, 


ESE CO % “n WT” 4 


11 3 | 
DesBarres was adviſed to move for the Secretary 4 State's 


Official Letter, in order that in the mean time the Arrears 


of his Salary might be paid to him. Accordingly, he ad- 
dreſſed (in January 1795) a Memorial to the Duke of 
Portland for that Purpoſe—and, ſubſequently, repeated 
his Application i in another Memorial, explaining therein 
the Grounds of his Claim thereto, and praying to be per- 
mitted to apply his Abilities to the Service of His King and 
Country. Not receiving any Anſwer for a long Time, he 
ſubmitted for the Conſideration of His Gracious So- 
vereign a brief Statement of his Caſe, and entreated 
that His Majeſty's Secretary of State might be pleaſed 
to lay the ſame before His Majeſty. Thereupon he 
was honoured with the following Letter, viz. 75 
Coloxel Des Barren...“ Whitehall 4th June 1795. In 
% Anſwer to your Memorial praying that the Arrears 
4% of Salary, which you ſtate to be due to you, as Lieu- 


* tenant Governor of Cape Breton, may be paid to you, 


J am to acquaint you, that His Majeſty having been 
ec pleaſed by a Commiſſion bearing Date the 26th Day of Fe- 
« bruary 1787, to appoint William Macarmick, Eſquire, 
« to be Lieutenant Governor of that Iſland, the Salary of 
Lieutenant Governor thereof has, in the uſual Manner, 
« of Courſe been paid to him from that Period. I ſhould 
te have been glad, if your Memorial had been on a Sub- 


« ject, admitting a more ſatisfactory Anſwer, &c: 


FP 85. N 354 to 358, 360.] © PoxTLAND.” 

Upon Receipt of this Intelligence, inconſiſtent with the 
Tenour of all preceeding Official Informations, Declara« 
tions, and Facts, he again remonſtrated and repeated to 
the Duke of Portland his Inſtances for officially laying 
his Memorial before the King and for receiving His Ma- 


| jeſty s Royal Pleaſure thereon. The Proofs which, in A 
Caſe in Point, himſelf had witneſſed of His Majeſty's gra- 


cious diſpoſition to reviſe and generoully to redtify Officigt 
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Proceedings bowvever formal and ſolemn, and even to recall 
Appointments paſſed under His Royal Seal and Sign Manual, 
upon diſcovering their Inconſiſtency with His Royal 
Juſtice or Humanity, left no Doubt, that, when His Ma- 
jeſty's Attention ſhould be moved, the injurious Points 
of his unexampled Caſe would of courſe be rectified. [P 87 
N 359, 361, 363 to 366], 5 | 5 
An Umbrage in the mean time aroſe from a Cir- 
cumſtance which took place —Sir William Dolben, who, 
on Information of Matters, had, from humane and gener- 
ous Motives and from a Regard to the Honour of Go- 
| vernment and of the National Intereſts, frequently urged, 
4 to the Miniſtry, the Neceſſity of taking up the Con- 
. fideration of the deplorable State of His Majeſty's Co- 
lony of Cape Breton, and of inveſtigating the Cauſes 
of the extreme Oppreſſion under which DesBarres la- 
boured — finding his Applications unavailing, at laſt, 
had pledged himſelf in Parliament to move for a ge- 
neral Inquiry therein. The Motion, being brought on, 
was oppoſed by the Chancellor of His Majeſty's Exche- 
quer—he faid that, all the juſt Claims of DesBarres 
« were nearly ſatisfied,” and, in ſupport of his Afertion, 
read a Report from the Commiſſioners for auditing the 
Public Accounts, which ſtated, that Des Barres Ac- 
ce counts were unvouched and unatteſted: ſo much ſo, as 
«© to warrant a Suſpicion that a greater Demand was made 
«© by him, than he was intitled to: and, particularly ſo, 
« as he had brought forward his Account for Four Years 
« during his Government, all which had been regularly 
« ſettled, &c :” that he thought it neceſſary to State 
* theſe Facts to the Houſe,” “ he was willing to lay 
& before it the Papers relative to the Accounts; but, ob- 
*« jetted to going into any farther Inquiry.” Des Barres 
had declared on Oath in the Court of Exchequer the Truth 
ol the Claim contained in his Accounts and the authenti- 
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| bated Declaration had been given by him into the Trea⸗ 


ſury. He recurred to that Office and requeſted a Com- 


munication of, in ordcr to refute, that injurious Report 


and the Aſſertions founded thereon. The Communica- 


tion of it was refuſed to him. ; 
After more than Forty Years arduous Service, with 


the Approbation of the higheſt Characters Naval and Mi- 


litary of the Age, confirmed by the Sanction of his So- 


vereign, if Des Barres has not been able to avert the Ma- 
| lignity of Slander, he was at leaft intitled to the Juſtice 
of an Hearing, previouſly to being ſacrificed to the Con- 
ſpiracy of weak and deluded Men. He has inceſſantly 
demanded in vain a Trial to vindicate his Honour to the 
World. Thus precluded from public Inveſtigation, and 
unable longer to ſuſtain the Anguiſh of an Idea of Delin- 


quency in the Service of a Country he had preferred in 


the earlieſt Period of Life, and which had adopted him 
with characteriſtic Generoſity, he has no Reſource but to 
State his Caſe, and reſpectfully to ſubmit it, for being 


Jus ed upon and dealt with according to its Merits, 
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PRECIS of DESBARRES' CLAIM. 


Arrears of Diſburſements incurred in 

carrying on the Surveys of the Coats and 

Harbours of Nova Scotia, and in prepar- 

ing and ſupplying Charts for the Public 

Service, from 1763 to 1784, [P 3 to 5 4 

amounting to L. 8801 16 A 
Arrears of Allowances 1 in 1 

Proſecution of his Duty as Lieutenant Go- 

vernor of Cape Breton, ſince the Year 

1784, [P 77 to 83. ] amounting to — = 5516 18 104 
Arrears of Salary, or equivalent Allow- 

ance, amounting t mew» 1 


The Expences accrued, by Law Charges, Seizures 


and Devaſtation of Property, Damages, Intereſts, &c, 


.and the Sufferings, to which, in the long Courſe of ar- 
duous and unremitting Exertions he has unhappily been 
ſubjected together with the Diſappointment of Military 
Promotion and the acknowledged Utility of his Services, 
are moſt humbly ſubmitted, for equitable Con, rare 
Compenſation, and Remuneration. N 
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FINIS. 
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